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considerable attention to the subject far more than they ever did before. The Govern-
ment also exhibits increasing anxiety to satisfy the public in this matter and appears
to feel that Prohibition is coming. I hope greatly to increase the scope of my work
in the course of the next year.
Finally, I take the liberty of saying that in case the constitutional Conference
talked about comes off, it is hoped that the Congress delegation will remember
to press the Prohibition Clause, XVIII of Article 4 (Fundamental^ rights) of the
draft Constitution unanimously adopted at the All-Parties Convention. It would
be fatal to frame a new Constitution scheduling Excise and Excise Revenue as a
Provincial subject. If a due sense of proportion in regard to the poverty of the
country is realised and the monstrously high salaries and excessive establishments
now maintained in all the services are cut down as they must be when we come
to our own, the financial difficulties in the way of Total Prohibition will easily
disappear and the resources of the lowest strata of the population will be conserved
to the advantage of the Nation in every way.
The Bengal Election Dispute
Before the reports given above were adopted by the All India Congress Committee
Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose (Bengal) moved that as the duly elected members of
the A. I. C. C. from Bengal were not allowed to take part in that meeting the house
be adjourned. Thereupon the President Pt. Motilal Nehru made a statement explain-
ing the position in regard to the Bengal election dispute and ruled out of order the
adjournment motion of Mr. Bose. Further discussion then ensued on the Bengal
dispute. General Secretary Pt. Jawharlal Nehru suggested at this stage that as the
matter was important technical objections might be waived and the A. I C. C. might
go into the dispute if an appeal was submitted in a proper form. Mr. G. Harisarvot-
tama Rau (Andhra) however insisted that the house must adjourn in order to decide
the question whether the Committee was properly constituted and it could not trans-
act any business until that question was decided. The adjournment motion was dis-
allowed by the President. Mr. S. C. Mitra then gave formal notice of appeal against
the Working Committee's decision on the Bengal dispute. The President stated that
the appeal would be taken up the next day after due notice was given to the other
side. Thereupon Mr. Harisarvottama rau and many of the members from Bengal
walked out in protest.
Thereafter the Committee resolved itself into the Subjects Committee.
The A. I. C. Cf met again on December 28,   1929.
The President Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru stated that in view of the special circums-
tances of the case the appeal preferred by Mr. S. C. Mitra (Bengal) be taken into
consideration by the A. I. C. C. The Subjects Committee accordingly reconverted
itself into the A. I. C. 0.	5
At this stage Dr. B. C. Roy (Bengal) stated that as a matter of compromise, the
appeal should not be proceeded with, and that in addition to the old A. I. C. C.
members from Bengal present, six members of the new A. I. C. C. be allowed to take
part in the Subjects Committee provided the total of these members did not exceed
the number allotted to Bengal.
It was stated that the parties agreed to this and it was stated also that Pt. MotiLai
Nehru had approved of this procedure. The President pointed out that this was a
breach of the constitution, but as it was a compromise the house, if it so chose, might
agree to the proposal.	'	'
Mr. Nariman (Burma) suggested that this might be taken as a variation of the
interlocutory order-passed by the then president, Pt Motilal Nehru
£?*r dlsc?sskm D,r- ??y's suggestion as varied by Mr. Nariman was accep-
the Committee resolved itself into the Subjects Committee.
A. I. C. C. met again on  December   29,  1929.
Se^Gupta (Bf>gal) complained of the publication of the press statement
m*SS>     r£  a  ^°^e ?orning PaPers on December 29, over the signatures
members of the A. L C. a from Bengal and which attacked the impartiality u

